riebeckite (Rbk); and albite (Ab) and anorthite (An) as well as plagioclase (Pl), recognizing that some petrologists have uses for these mineral names. In addition, although our focus is on rockforming minerals, some hypothetical and/or synthetic phases are included in our list, as well as an abbreviation for "liquid" (Liq). We have also included some abbreviations for mineral groups, e.g., aluminosilicates (Als, the Al 2 SiO 5 polymorphs), and other descriptive terms (e.g., opaque minerals). The choice of abbreviations attempts as much as possible to make the identity of the mineral instantly obvious and unambiguous.
UpDateD List of mineraL aBBreviations
In this contribution, abbreviations from Kretz (with some modifications) and new abbreviations are listed (Table 1 , next page). The following format was used for assigning abbreviations:
(1) The first letter is capitalized; the other letter(s) are lower case, with the exception of Phase A, abbreviated as PhA.
(2) The first letter of the abbreviation is the first letter of the mineral name; subsequent letters are selected from the mineral name.
(3) Most abbreviations consist of 2 or 3 letters, but a 4-letter abbreviation is used when the addition of F for ferro-or M for magnesio-resulted in ambiguity in the 3-letter version (e.g., Mcar for magnesiocarpholite).
(4) Mineral abbreviations were selected so as not to correspond to abbreviations for elements. Note that rule 4 was violated by a few of the original Kretz abbreviations (Mo for molybdenite; Ne for nepheline), so some original Kretz abbreviations have been changed to follow this rule. Others have been modified to avoid ambiguity with minerals added to the list.
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